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e Goſpel Tidings, &c. 


A Hat there was a time in which the Goſpel was 
[preached and publiſhed, is a thing which gene; 
rally is confeſſed by all that profeſs: Chriftianirys 
but that there was an apoflatizing from it, andi 
night of thick darkneſs came over that difpeuſa- 
tion, i; a thing that few underftand; and therefore tr is; that the 
appearance of the ſame Goſpel which at this day is broken forth 
inſight, out of the night of apoſtacie, and preached again in the 
ſame power; is by ſo few believed and received;for a» chat ſpirit 
and power doth remain in people, which led into the #poſtacie, 
and went over that glorious diſpenſation of che Goſpel that then 
was, even fo it blinds their mindes, that the Light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt doth not ſhine unto them, though by the ſame 
ſpirie&power in which it was then preached it be preached again; 
and ſo through the ignorance that is in them, they are ted cap- 
tive in Error; having Eyes but ſee not, Bares but hear not, heates 
but do not underſtand, ſo are not converted nor healed, but in 
darkneſs abides, and in darkneſs walks in their own way and ſuch 
wearies themſelves in an endleſs travel, being driven about with 
divers doctrines, which is held forth in mans cunning part that 
lies in wait to deceive, by which they are toſſed from one thing 
to another, and catches at words and ſoands, inſtead of life and 
power; and ſo tire many Inventions have been ſought out, and 
ſet up, with which people pleaſe themſelves as if they were in the 
right way, though there is a cry in many which is not' ſatisfied 
L © in it: And theſe Inventions which are come up in the wag ng 
f of apoſtacie,and obſerved and practiſed as if they were a Golpel 
. diſpenſation, they want the virtue with which the goſpel gives 
ſatisfaRion, and are found dry and emptie Cifterns which yeilds 
no refreſhings;for they onely lye in forms without, and not in 
the light and power of God within, in which the goſpel hath 2 
free paſſage to che ſoul in its own virtue, and therefore keg 
A 2 thay 
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that all people muſt come, from which the night of apoſtacy hath 
cauſed them to erre, that they may feele the diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel in its own power and virtue; ſor the Goſpel is not chang- 
ed into any new Invention, though people have invented many 
new forms, & every one ſets up their own form us a goſpel diſpen 
ſation, yet their form doth not make a Goſpel adminiſtration, nei- 
ther can any breaching defire receive peace or ſatisſaction thereir; 
for whoſeminds are turned outwards, & looking for the Kingdom cf 
God in obſervations, they deceive themſelves with a vain hope, & 
runs themſel ves at a greater diſtance from the ligbt of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, &by-bow much they place their belief in any in- 
vented form, by to much the more they err from the power, uhich 
is the Goſpel & loles the virtue of its adminiſtration, & u hilſi they 
arc ſeeking the Kingdom of God in formes and obſervations 
without, they neglect the power of che Goſpel, which miniſtreth 
an entrance into the Kingdom of God within, Now 85 it is gene- 
rally confeſſed, that there was a time in which the Go pel was 
preached and publiſhed, ſo it is to be conſidered, in hat prin- 
ciple their adminiſtration ſtood who was the miniſters of it, and 
how they became worthy to be put in truſi wich it for the Apoſtle 

ſaid, Our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of ucleanneſs, nor 
of guile, but as we are allowed of God co be put in truſt with the 
Goſpel: even ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, but Cod which 
eriech our hearts, B. 7 heſs, 2, (mark) they were blowed of God, 
and put in truſt with the Goſpel by him, having received Chriſt 
| +Jeſusintotheir hearts by the manifeſtation of his light and love, 
and ſo were found worthy in Chriſt to be pur. in truſt with the 
Goſpel for by the boly principle of Light.whichthey had received 
in Chriſt Jeſus, they received power to-Crucifiedeceit,uncleanneſs, 
and puile, and thereby tbey became renewed in the Spirit of their 
mindes unto God, who put them in truſt with the goſpel, in that 
which was pure and clean, in which be allowed them to be mini- 
ſlers of it, not in words onely; but alſo in power; ſo that their 
words which in the power was miniſtred, they.were.ſpoken asia 
the fight of God, who tried their hearts, and they did not frame 
their words to plesſe men, but in the power by which they were 
made miniſters, they were made manifeſt unto every mans Con- 
ſcience in the fight of God: and the Apoſile ſaid, Now thanks be 
unto God which always cauſęch us to triumph in Chriſt, and ma- 
kech. 


keel manifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge by us in every place; 
"for we are not as many whicl-eorrupt the Word of God, but as 
-'of fincerity but as of God, in the fight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt, 
' 2; Cor, 2. (marke) they ſpake in Chriſt, and ſo were manifeſt to 
every mans Conſcience in the ſighe of God, and the meaſure of - 
- Chriſt im every one bare witneſs unto. their teſtimony; though 
ſuch as did not joyn tothe meaſure of Chriſt in themſelves could 
not receive it yet the ſame principle in which they ſpake did bear 
wit ne ſs to it in every mans Conſcience »-and fo they ſtood ap- 
proved anto God, and not unto men: whereby it is evident, that 
they had received: Chrift Je ſus, and that be was in them, for they 
ſpakein him, and that was the Goſpel which they preached, and 
which many receiv. d as glad tidings that brought life and im- 
mortalliry unto their ſouls, and they that did receive the glad 
tydings of the goſpel; and did abide in it, they became followers 
of the Lord, and of the truth in the love of it; ſo that the ſavour 
of life in them that miniſtred, did reach the life in them that be- 
lieved, by which life they all came into the fellowſhip of the goſ- 
pel, and ſo they that minifired was a ſweet ſavour in the hearts . 
of thoſe that believed: and the Apoſtle ſaid, My ſpeech and my 
| preaching was not with enticing words of mans wiſdom, bur in 
demonſt ration of the ſpirit, and of power; that your faith ſhould 
not ſtand in the wiſdom of man, but in the power of God; for 
what man knows the things of a man, ſave the Spirit of win | 
which is in him, Even ſo the thing: of God knoweth no man, but 
the Spiric of God, Now. we have received not the Spirit of the - 
World, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God; which things alſo we 
ſpeak not in the words which mans wiſdome teacbeth, but which 
the holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing Spiritual things with Spiri- 
tual, 1. (or 2.(mark)they had not received the Spirit of the world, _ 
but te Spirit which is of God, & thit was their principle, & in the 
Spirit of Godtheyknew the things that was freely givenof God, & 
in the ſameprinciple in which they freely received, they freely mi- 
miſtred;8 this was che presching of th: Goſpel then not acccrding : 
to mans wiſdom, but in Chriſt Jeſos the power& wiſdom of God, 
in which goſpel many believed, and were ſaved: and the Apoſtle - 
ſaid,,Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the Goſpel which 1 : 
prezched unto you, which alſo you have received and wherein re 


fland, by which alſo qe are fred, if ye keep in (tnemorie; Nhat 
preath e kn neſt wb errant vain,; 1. Cor, 25 
mark) the Gofpel which then ws preached, they that received 
it, ſtood in ic, aud were ſaved by it and they were not 40 let ic 
ſlip out of their tnindes; but de kerp it in mrmorie, that they 
might not believe in vainꝭ and many id ſolrecti ve it inthe; love 
of it, as they did retain it, arid the ſalvation init, and w pre- 
ſerved by the power of it, to holt faſtichat wich they had. received 
and ſuch continued in their well doing, and perſevered; unto the 
end, and died in the faicb, having obrained eternall redemption 
and Sal vation by the power of the Gdſpel; an unto hom this 
Goſpel was hid, it was hic utito them that was loſt, in whom the 
God of this World had blinded tbe mindes of them which belie- 
ved not, leaſt the Light of the glorious Goſpel of : Chriſt, who is 
the imige of God, 'ſhoald ſhine unto them, 2, Cor. 4. Aud inch 
periſhed in their gainſsying; not receiving the truth in the love 
of it, but gave up themfetves to believe lyes, which the God of 
this World led them into, and blinded their minde: with, and ſuch 
could not ſee though they bad Eyes, nor hear though they had 
Eares, nor undetſtand though they had hearts, and ſo was not 
converted nor healed by the power of the Goſpel, thongh in the 
ſame power it was preached unto them, ne unto thoſe that did 
believe in it, and receive itzand fo it became the favour of life 
unto life in thofe that believed,” and the ſavour of death unto 
death in thoſe that periſned, aud as there were many which could 
neither fee, nor hear, nor undet land the glorious diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel, but were blinded by the God of this. World, unto 
whom they yeilded chemſelves to obey, and ſo were never con- 
verted gor healed, dut periſhed in their gainfaying, even ſo there 
were many whole Eyes were opened, and Ears unſtopped, and 
hearts broken;who did both ſee, and hear, and underſtand che true 
and living meſſage of the Goſpel, and yet did not abide in that 
which they had ſeejt, and heard, and underſtood; not likeing to 
retein God in their knowledge, but yeilded themſelves again 
unto tbe God of this Wofld, and fo became vailed from the 
Light of the glorious Goſpel, that they loſt the fight of that which 
they bad feen, and the hearing of that which they had heard, and 
the nnderſtanding of thit which they had in ſome meaſure un- 
der ſtood, and by the Cod of this World unto whom they yeilded 
| themſelves 
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themſelves again, their hearts were darkned,and their mindes 
Hlindedzond though profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe,they became 
fooles; having put away faith and a good Conſcience, and made 
ſhipwrack of it;&thoagh-they, weregone from the Goſpel;and the 
power of ie in themſelves, yet they retcined the form, and be? 
came more in love with the form then the power, and ſa did not 
onely err from the power, but turned sgainſt it; and denied 
itzand of this ſort they were that crept into houſes; and led. filly. 
women captive, loaden with fins, and led away with divers luſts, 
2 Tim 3. For they being erred from the power of God, and ha- 
ving made ſhipwrack ot ſaith and a good Conſcience, they were 
gone into Captivity themſeves, and ſo led others to follow. them, 
and captivated them in the forme in which they were always ear- 
ning, but never came to the knonledge of the truth, and ſo ma- 
ny apoſtatized from the Light of che glorious Goſpel, and deni- 
ed the power of it, after that they had ſeen, and beard, and un- 
derftood ſomthing ofic; and ſuch became falſe brethren, who tur- 
ned th grace of God into Laſtiviouſneſs, and denied the onely 
Lord God, and che Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, as in Jade. So that after the 
Saints deceaied, who by the power of the Goſpel was cleanſed, 
and with ĩts vertue waſhed from all filthineſs of fleſh, and ſpirit, 
and did retain it, and hoid ĩt faſt in the pure principle of liſe, then 
dic the Apoſtocy overſpread; andithe darkneſs. of it covered the 
Earth, and the God of this World came into dominion, and ruled 
in the heart of people, and in darkneſs they conceived. what 
was in the power practiſed and thereby people came to be decei - 
vedʒ being erred from the principle of God; and ſo that bath been 
taken for 2. Goſpel giſpenſation, which in the unclean part hath 
been conceived and: practiſed, and in that unrighteous nature the 
truth be ih been held; for by the God of cbis- World. peoples 
minds liave been xorrupted & their Ey es blindedꝭ & hereby it may 
be underſtood how the apoſtacy entered, and how the Goſpel. 
diſpenſation came to be loſt, and how the many invented forms 
came to be ſet up and abſer ved, wich which/people now. ſet mes 
to he well pleaſed and fatisfred; and every one according to their 
own porſwaſion obferves their own ſorme a- Goſpel diſpenſati- 
onzyet in all ages. ſince: the apoſiacy entered, there hach . been, 
ſometiung of Cod eſtirring in tame particular, that hath : breathed, 
after the enjoymeat of that life whictrin pute Goſpel rn x . 
5 N | witne ſſe 
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witneſſed among che Saints and Goſpel wo: ſhippers but the 
God of this World being in dominion, it hath bern Cruſhed 
and quenebed in its riſing and hath been beaten down again 
by a {trong hand which the God of this World hath ſtretehed 
forth againſt it, ſo that it could not come to ſpread abroad in the 
Itberty of the life, but hath alway been ſuppreſſed in its riſing 
by the force of Laws which the God of this World hath invented: 
bac now it hath pleaſed God in the fulneſs of time to reveale his 
Son in power and great glory, who hath brought life and Im- 

mortallity to Light by his appearance, in whoſelife and power 
the Goſpel is preached again, and many have believed and recei- 
ved the glad rydings of it, who ſome times were wandering in the 
apoſtacy, and ſeeking peace in their own way but could not finde 
itz for which cauſe they many times mourned and lamented, and 
their Souls endured priefe and trouble for want of Chriſt, whom 
they earneſtly breathed after; and though they had gone 
through many invented forms, and tried che depths of mans wif- 
dom in his own way; yet they could not finde him whom their 
Souls longed aſter: but when the glorious Goſpel brake forth in 
its own power, andcame to be preached in the life, then by its 
ſtrength their Ears were pierced, and the joyful ſound did enter 
into their hearts, and the living witneſs of God was raiſed, and 
life from death was witneſſed, and then they found him whom 
their ſouls loved, and ſech knows the Scripture to be fulfilled, and 
conan truly ſay, How beatutiſul is the feet of him that brought glad 
ridings of Salvation, and publiſhed peace, whois riſenin life to 
proclaim the Goſpel; and ſuch do witneſs, that the night is over 
and gone, and the day is come, and the ligh of the knowledg of 
the glory of God ſhiges in their hearts in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is the firſt born of God, that brought many Son to glory, 
who are now made living witneſſes of his Reſurrection, and his life, 
and are allowed of God to be put in truſt with the Goſpel,whoſe 
labour and traveail is in the ſtrength and power of God, and in 
rhe ſame they publiſh his meſſage, that people may be turned 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God; 
that they may receive remiſſion of ſins, and come to an inheri- 
tance amongſt all that are ſanctiſied by faith in Chriſt Jeſus : and 
whoſoever doth not bring this meſſage is not to be received; for 
it h che lame Goſpel des was preached unto” Airakaw, end in 
ä vyhic 
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Apoſiles, and in which many then believed, and, what they had 
— and ſeen, and taſted, and handled of the mord ole char 
they declared in the life, and ſo they preached Chriſt Ieſus, the 
power of God to Salvation, and there was not another oſpel eq 
de brought, either by Angel or man, but they that broughe it way 
to be accurſed; for the Apoſtle ſaid, though we, or an Angel from 
heaven? preach any other Goſpel unto yon then that which we 


ceives itʒ hut they thanrejeR it, end ate zan the gel g ad 
ſpel are con- 
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life andimmortallity to light by che Goſpel, and it is evident 
that ie is ehe ſame Cone that is now preached,and not another; 
for it bath wronghe effectually in the hearts of many, and hath 

purged and expetled the uncleanneſs and filehineſs both of fleſh 
Ind ſpirit, and hath pulled down felf-righteouſneſs, and revealed 

ſhe Righreonſneſs of God, in which many are eſtabliſhed: fo 
at the life of fuch now who have received the Goſpei,doth fully 


% 


ae the life of ſuch ĩben, by which it is manifeſt that it is 
h 


e ſame Goſpel, and not another, having wrought the ſame work 
n the hearts of all that have received it as in times paſt, and they 
anſwer to the ſame in life and practice, as face anſwers face in a 
glaſ, fo that the demonſtration of the Goſpels power may be 
clearly diſtinguiſhed from all Inventions, for though there may be 
fair ſhews of Codlineſs in ſome particalsr forms, yet they are not 
tranſlated into the power and life of Chriſt, in whieh the Goſpel 
adminiftration ſtandeth: therefore unto all ſuch, who yet abide 
in darkneſs, and are ſeeking peace in their own way, is this meſ- 
tage ſent in love, that they unto the Light may be turned, by 
which the danger of their way will be —— and diſeovered for 
the Light will open that eye which hath been cloſed, and unſtop 
that Eare which hath been ſtopped, and break that beart which 
hath been hardned by the God of this World, and fo they will 
come to fee, and hear, and underſtand what is with the Light 
made manifeſt, without which the. things of God can never be 
perceived; for as the Light — Los a moſt holy, pure, and Righ- 
Teous principle, ſo it doch diſtgvtt in mans Conſcienee ell untigu- 
teouſneſs, which is fin, and lets bim ſee what lovers he Heath en- 
tertaĩned into his heart; which defiles him, and makes him un- 
clean in the fight of the E in the Light waiting, het 
_ voycembich ſpeaks from beaven will be heürd, and the Goſpelwill | 

ſoünd into that Ker which is unſtopped, dc pierce into the heut t, & 
prick it, nd with the precious favour of its virtue it will ſoften 
it, andſothe Light of che'gforions Goſpel: wilt ſhine ont of the 
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ind ſoyn into the love which. God-mgkes, manifeſt in the Light. 
and ſo mans deſtruction is of himſelf, becauſe he loves not the 


not been madekno#n; who amongtt you can excuſe your ſelves 
before the moſt High, or which of you can ſay in —_ the Lord 
hath not ſhewed me evil, or that I am ignorant of my fin? who 
amongſt yon can Rand to plead with God intheſe things? Oh 
farely 220 2 account is very great, and unto it you muſt all 
come, and the Lord will be clear when he j udges, for all bis 
Jadgments are true; and de yon not draw his judgments upon 
Four ſelves; becauſe you regard not his law: how will you ftand to 
account for all zgngidle words and ungodly deeds, in which you 
run at liberty 515 ſhould end without accountẽlook over your 
Iives, and ahh ißht of Chriſt in your Conſciences view your 
ſelves, and beholg the fruit of your doings, and conſider whe- 
ther you can fland approved unto Godin ſecret; for your lives 
diemonſtrate, your nature, and the fruit of your doings declares 
| Jour. your. the old man is yet alive in you, and the god of this 
World hath damigion.gyer von, and with, his deceivable work- 
ing be blindes yo 


es you, and in the apoflacy you are loſt, when the 
: --" WY = Goſpel 
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Golpel is hid from you, and ſo you remain in your fint, which 
the Goſpel eifteth but and expefleth, where it is believed and re- 
ceived; and if you will but view your ſelves with the Light of 
 Gbrift'which is in' you, though you be not in it yeu will fee that 
you tre under the Law, and approved by it, and not under the 
Voſpelz und the Law ſaith, Thou ſhalt not Covei: now view your 
ſelves and behold whether you keep this one commandmentant if 
von do not, then you are yet under the Law, and the Law con- 
detnnes you; for it is Spiritual, holy, juſt, and good, and was ad- 
died becauſe of tranſęreſſion, and whilft you are in tranſgreſſion 
and doth not keep the Law, you are under che curſe, and not in 


che blefſing,which is a Goſpel ſtate. Now if yon will view your 


- hearts with the Light, it will ſhew yon that 50 are coyering an 
evilcovecoufnefs, und both the riches of this World, and the 
riches of K nowledg your hearts are ſec upon, and theſe ire two 
a which the holy Dee e you ma 
alk of che Goſpel, and a eee Kapprehrnd 

your felves to be Goſpel-worthippers, yet yon are under. the firſt 
Covenant, wich irscurſe and condemaacion, being yet in che trau · 
N have not received the love in the on io Wet 
theLaw and Prophets is falfilled; ſo it iu not what you profeſs 
thut makes you to be the ſame youprofeſs; neicher is it what you 
apprehend your fouls to be that 8. to be, for the new 
man doth not live the life of the old, therefore let this confidera» 
tion enter into all your hearts, and ponder ir in ſecret, that ir is 
not ſuch as onely profeſs the Goſpel that are approved, but ſuch 
as obey the Goſpel;ard therefore you chat taſk ſd much of a Goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, and the free grace of God in it, and thereby 
would exclude perfect obedience at a duty onely- belonging to the 
firſt Covenant, and ſay, it is not now of works; bur of gracezand 
run from good works, and fo are teprgved by James, you are 
in the apoltacy covered with imipigations ; fc i the children 
of Light are children of obedience, and are notf6, 


are fooliſh and diſobedient; and Abi talke of 
ſalvation by the free grace of God without works, your ſelves 


are found in the works of fin; and yeilding your Siewp to obey 
the God of this world, and fo you would hold to Kingdome : 
oneezbut do yen not know; that unto whom you yelld yout 11 2 

nok 


ſervants to obey, dis ſervants yen are co whom you obey;and is 
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Bot here obedience to ſomthing, and doth the free grace of God- 
_ ſave the diſobedient, who yeild themſelves ro obey the God of 
this or Id, and denies the teachings of the grace when it appear- 
eth; for the grace of God appeareth unto all men, and the ap- 
pearance of it doth diſcover ungodlineſs and worldly lufts in 
all, but who are they that are taught to deny -ungodlineſs and 
worldly laſts? are not they ſuch as obeythe grace in its appea- 
rance; or can any be tanghe by the grace and not obey it; you 
may as truly ſay, that all men ſhall be ſaved, becauſe the grace 
unto all men appeareth; but this is known and witne ſſed by the 
children of Light, who are the children of obedience, that as the 
grace appeareth againſt ungodlinels and worldly laſts, ſo the 
grace is to be obeyed in its appearance, and being obeyed, it then 
reaches to deny that which it appear: againſt; and not one ly ſo, 
but it alſo teaches ta live the life of godlineſs, and fo the grace 
being obeyed it brings ſalvacion; for it overcomes ſin, and gives 
victory over the God of this World, who leadeth in fin ſuch ſer- 
vants as obeys him; and hereby it may be underſtood, that ſalva- 
tion is by grace, and not by works, and ſo it is believed and vvit- 
neſſed by all the children of Light, vvho knovves that obedience 
to ihe grace, doth not ſet up the firſt Covenant, but eſtabliſhes 
the ſecond, in vyhich the Goſpel is miniſtred according to the 
riches of his grace, vvho is the fulneſt of all things; therefore it 
is manifeſt that you are yet under Meſes, though you have Chriſt 
to talk of, and the vail is yet over your hearts, not being redeem- 
ed from under che Livy, and ies condemnation, but are in difo» 
bedience tothe Light of Chriſt, by vvhich the law is fulfilled, 
and in vv bich the Goſpel is preached again as in time: paſt; there- 
fore all come to the Light of Chriſt vvith vvhich you are enlight= 
ned, andobey it vvhen in your Conſciences it reproves you, that 
ic may guide you, and lead you, and teach you; and bring life and 
imortallity into you, vyhich you can never finde in your ovyn 
vvay; and therefore out of your ovvn vvay you muſt depart in, 
the leadings of the Light, if ever you come to the life from vvhieh 
the Light is made manifeſt, and you muſt obey the Light; and fal- 
lovv it, and not rejeR it, and quench it, and by follovving the 
Light in obedience, it vvill bring you to forſake your ovvn vvay, 
and all your invented forms, and vvill bring you into the-vvay 


hich God hach prepared, in vvhich the croſs is -placed; _ 
Many 1 5 | vyhich 


2) 


vrhich all worldly {ufts is crncitth and condemned, and the old 
man vvith alb his deeds deſtroyed; and as you take up the Crofs 


and ſollovv the Light, vvhich is to obey it, then you vvill have tr ue 
peace in your vvay, and vvill knovy and underſtand the Goſpel of 
God, vvbich ist he power of God unto Salvation; and the Goſpel 
wilt have a free courſe in you, and not be quenched, and ſo the 
Croſs is in the way which God bath prepared, but eaſe and fleſn- 
ly liberty isin the way which man bach invented; and therefore 
it is that ſo many walkes in it, and are ſo in love with it as they 
will not forſake it, but whoſoever continues in that path, and 
doth not turn to the Light, with the Light to be guided they will 
ſinde the pit to be in the end of itz therefore how deeply are peo- 
ple concerned to take heed to their way, leaſt their obſtinacy run 
them to perpetual-ruine; for it is not a profeſſion of any ſort that 
will bring peace in the latter end, though people may be obſer- 
vant in what they do profeſs, according to their own forme, but 
the life which in the Light is miniſtred, in that alone by which 


the Soul is comforted, and ſuſtained; and in the needful times 


iĩs helped and relieved, and that is the Goſpel which brings glad 


tydings of peace, and glad tydings of good things, that binde up 
the broken hearted, and reſtores joy for mourning, and gives 
the ſpirit of gladneis for the ſpirit of heavineſs, and fo the poor 
receives the Goſpel, and ii is glad tydings unto them, but the 
rich reject it, being filled with their own wealth, and ſo they are 
ſent emptie away as to the virtue which the Goſpel miniſtreth; 
and therefore it is bard fora rich man to be ſaved, who hathfiirred 
himſelf with the fetchings in of wealth by his Earthly wiſdom, 
his Ear is topped to the joyful ſonnd of che Goſpel; but the poor 


are ſenſible of their want, and ſo are always waiting to be ſupplied 
from the ſpring of liſe, and are ready to receive when it opens and 
-miniſters,and by the Goſpel they are converted, relieved, refreſh- 


ed, and firengrhned; for the virtas. thereof flowes in the life, 
anto every breathing ſoul that wants in the Light; and this is the 
Goſpel which is preached again in the Spirits power, asin times 


paſt, and the joyſul ſound hath entered the hearts of the poor, 
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power of the Goſpel,v 


and thereby they are reſtored into the joy of Gods Salvation, and 
are heires of the Kingdom, and inherics the riches of life ever- 
lafting, fo as the teftimony of (he Light is faithfully obeyed;. tle 
ole Ne 
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god ofthis World, and rend away the yail with which he hath 
blinded che minde, and then the minde enters into the power of 
the Goſpel, and in the power receives faich eo believe in God, of 
and by faith in the power there is a ſure ſtanding, and a patient 
waiting upon Cod; then doth the power work into ſalvatton 
regeneration and tranſlation, beating down every firong hold, 

and cafting out the god of this World which. hath been exalted 
in the place where he ought not, and ſo darkneſs comes to be Exy 
er out of man by the power of the Goſpel which worketh ef- 
ectually in all that believe, by which the mindes is drawn into the 
- new and living way, and ſo comes to be redeemed up to God 

eſus Chriſt, in whom is life Eternal, and in whoſe life is the fel- 
Jowſhip of the Goſpel; therefore ail people, ſor ſake your own 
way and live, and walk in the way of underſtanding, that after 
your long time of weary wendrings in thenighe ſeaſon where 
darkneſs hath compaſſed you about, you may come to the Light 
of Chriſt in your own Conſciences, and ſo enter into the fame 
reſt, which is onely in God. p e 


A terider greeting unto the royal off-ſpring 
PT” ere. 


| 228 and-cenderly, beloved Lambs, in an acceptable 
& time hach the Lard God manifeſted his everlaſting love un- 
to you, and in the day of his Salvation he hath ſweetly vifited 
your tender ſoules, and hath raiſed you up by the arme of his 
power into the glorious life of the ſon, of his love, in whom he 
bath choſen you, «adin- whom he hath ſet bis love upon you, and 
made yon his peculiar ones, in whom he taketh great delight, and 
unto you his love doth freely run without ceaſing, and bis life 
doth flow with pure ſtreams of ſweet refreſhings; for in his Cove- 
_ nant he hath gathered you, and in his Covenant his virtue hath 
free paſſage to youʒin which you ſpring as plants of his own band; 
and in his hand he keepes yon, that gone can pluck. you out; for 
with his band he hath done valiaac things fince the day he fer 
his love upon you, and you are made witneſſes of his mighty | 
power, by which he hath preſerved you in your greateſt affiiQi- „ 
| | ; Ons; 


- (14) | | 
ons, it is none bot he alone that could do that for you which 
hath been done, and therefore he alone is worthy of all the glo- 
xy; for the work is of him, and the glory belongs _uato. him over 
all. Therefore my dearly beloved in W Eye fig- 
+gle to the firſt principle, che meaſare of Light which is pure, for 
. therein the Goſpel was firſt preached unto you, and by che ſame 
your Eyes were opened, and your Ears unſtopped, & your hearts 
droken and melted, and there was the hand reached forth hy 
which you was firſt helped, and by that holy principle alone you 
have been quickned; for it preached from the throne of God, and 
from his glory, and with the ſame yon were overcome to yeild up 
all to be made one with it: Se that ye are made children of the 
Light, and of the day, and are wit neſſes that this principle 
brought life and immortality to Light by the Goſpel, and the 
glad tydings did reach your mourning ſouls, and you were there- 
dy turned unto God, and became followers of the truth in t he 
love of it, and the Lord hath been with you, and bleſſed you, 
and hath made your way proſperous, even as a people upon whom 
his love is placed; and as he hath choſen you, and is a God pre- 
ſent with you, ſo let the deſires of your hearts be kept unto him, 
and to the remembrance of his name, that the pure ſeed of life 
may be Crowned in every one, which is the birth that ſeekes the 
glory of God alone; for as ye abide in the principle in which you 
are gathered, ſo will the pure fear be retained, and in the low 
, eftate' you will be preſerved, unto which the Lord bach great ge- 
gard;for the waves upon the waters doth but riſe to fall 155 
bur the low eftareis fixed on the Rock, and upon the rock ſtands 
higher then all, and there the life is fell ieh God dot h high 
exalt. Oh ye tender hearts! the Light of Chriſt tescheth, that 
plainneſt is the path of truth, and lowly mindes walke in hst, way, 
and fimplicity is with them, und innocency Months them, and in 
that life is the ſweet refreſhment; for there the babe doth'rellifh 
the ſavour of that which is good for food, and with the ſame is 
comforted and nouriſhed: in its tender growth ; therefore in the 
innocency keep your ſtation, that the weighty power of God 
may for ever be your defence;fo will the glory of his life reſt upon 
you, and the plant of bis hand wil flouriſh and be fruitſul in you, 
and in its beautie you will be comely as the off-ſpring of God, 
and dear his Image in the ſee of glory; therefore retsin the — 
| N Prigciple 
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of Aud here ſuch im begehe lose delo are. Fachers'in Auth 
ten brought chor dung: of peare by the, Goſpeh for ty are 
werthy of double *honour' vrho Per rumimbe>labouring) in the 
| tl dofrine; and nurids the birth wic pacemiti aud 
refreſhes the plant vvich heavenly vvnrem; and though ſomt 
be fällen aſleep, [boving;Gniſhed :cheit. 'reftimoiy faithtullys vet 
their life temalhi vrith us, and inthe: frbe ebeiv/gloricus rattle 
mony ure bad in remembrance yea it can never be forgotten by 
— <5 in heart, ſor their labour und travel und faichſul ſuf- 
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fv e being come to that which .abides for erer: ye knom the Lord | 


to be your ceachery who by: hi Counſel inſtruſt you in che night 
ſeiloss: and with his love doth comfort yon and fake kat 
a 


when: there is not another to help you; and herein the Lord 
made you to differ from all wandeters, ho are wearying them · 


ſelves in their own ee letting up teachers in their own pille, 
upon whom the apoſticia yet abidexh, fo that they best nat the 
heavenly ojce;bur ive heal 20 fablen which.acro chem is:ſpo- 


len by the voyce of dreamers; but yee beloved have a more ſure 


word, being come to the hedreniy Light. in which yen hear Chriſte | 
voyce, gad follow bim as bis own ſheep in his on way, where 
he teaches you in ſecret with: che Kill. voyce of his life, ſo tha 


yd can ſit inifilence and ſet your teacher, and hear bis voyce 


that ſpeskes from heaven, and receive the joyful ſound into your 
hearts; and feed npon. the ſweetneſs of his own. virtue, and drink 
. — 
et of Gad which g ver all the wandrings.and preſſes int 

eee eee een 
cloathes the babes of its nature with the garment of praiſe, and 


in this life the witneſs of God is anſwered: in every Conſcieace; | 


and this is the liſe wich unto youii come, and of which ye pre 
| ved Lambs, urho are reconciled unto God 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Jove, life and power he hath joy- 


_ ned you together, and made you a compleat body in himſelf,from 
whom let no man ſeparate you, or put you aſunder; but grow in 
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Areazis of one fountain, aud Da together 


r by one 

2 there may be a ſer vice loſt when the moving of the 
word is quenched, ſo there can be no ſervice done ben another 

motion ii anſwered, or the true motion of the word is over · run 

but when the word diſpoſesit ſelf in the riches of it ſelf,che favour 
ol iti life is to the life in which the Babes rejoyce in endleſs peace 
and unitie. | ; 

Oh ye Lambs, right dear and precious you are, be firong in 
the faith, and look up to God, the day of your glory yet break- 
eth forth, darkneſs cannot vail it, cruelty. cannot cloud it, your 
innocencie preaches,your patience and meekneſs reaches Gods 
witneſs;the ſeed anſwereth and riſeth, & manyEyes are turning to 
your Light and life, Rrong defires are kindled towards you, and 
the hearts of ue wiſheth well unto you; and though they be- 
hold you a far off, yet they love you: Oh the patient ſufferings of 
che lambes hath piereed deep,glorious is your teſtimony ye holy 
ones who ſhall oppoſe you to proſper, I nownot any, though for 
_ = time they may afflit you and caſt you down, yet you are not 
forſaken, but ſhall riſe again. for the moſt high hath bleſſed you, 
and your life ſhall ſpread and flouriſh, whilſt they that ſeek you 
hurt will run themſelves to ruine. Dearly beloved brethren and 
lambs, Fare ye well in the life of Chriſt Jeſus, who bath made us 
one in himſelf, and ſet us together in the heavenly places of his 
love, in whoſe boſom our joy, and peace, and reſt is ſure forever, 
where right dearly greet you all. The everlaſting God of power c 
pesee be with yon, preſerve and keep yon ithis heavenly pow- 
er, life and wiſdome, in dominion to reigne, even ſo Amen; 

The arme of the Lord in this place is largely ftretched forth, 
to the gathering of his elec, and the precious truth doth flou- 
riſh and abundantly profper,& many are lately joyned with it, 8 
are become follou ers of it in love, glory and everlaſting prai- 
ſes be given unto God moſt Hig. Friends in theſe parts are ge- 
nerally well and freſh in the truth of God and meetings large & 
peaceable,andin the love and Life of God both bond and. free . 
rejayces together. ' 4g 
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